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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

FEB 252004

THE ADMINISTRATOR

TheHonorableBob Goodlatte
Chairman
Committeeon Agriculture
U.S.HouseofRepresentatives
Washington,D.C. 20515

DearMr. Chairman:

I ampleasedto submittheenclosedproposalto amendtheFederalInsecticide,Fungicide,
andRodenticideAct. Theseamendmentswould enabletheUnitedStatesto join andimplement
threecritical internationalenvironmentaltreaties.

Ratificationor acceptanceofthesetreaties,alongwith theenactmentofimplementing
legislation,will reaffirmourcommitmentto promoteenvironmentalhealthandsafetyworldwide.
OnMay 17, 2004,theStockholmConventionon PersistentOrganicPollutantswill enterinto
forcesincetherequisite50 countrieshaveindicatedtheirconsentto be bound. TheRotterdam
Conventionon thePrior InformedConsentProcedurefor CertainHazardousChemicalsand
Pesticidesin InternationalTradeandtheProtocolon PersistentOrganicPollutantsto the1979
Conventionon Long-RangeTransboundaryAir Pollution arealreadyin force.

While theUnitedStatesalreadyhasauthorityto meetmanyof theFIFRA-related
obligationsofthethreetreaties,theseproposedamendmentswould allowusto meetall the
FIFRA-relatedobligationsofthetreaties.Theenclosedlegislationwould alsoenabletheUnited
Statesto join futureconventionamendmentsthatareconsistentwith U.S. law andpolicy and
helpusmaintainour leadershipin the internationalchemicalandpesticidearena.
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This legislationremainsapriority oftheAdministration’sinternationalenvironmental
agenda.As PresidentBushhasstated,therisksfrom thesepollutantsaregreat,andtheneedfor
swift actionis clear. Thankyou for yourpromptandthoughtfulconsiderationofthetargeted
changesin theproposedbill, which theOffice ofManagementandBudgetadviseswouldbe in
accordwith theprogramofthePresident.

I look forwardto workingwith you andyourcolleagueson thiscritical legislation.

Sincerely,

Michael0. Leavitt

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

FEB 252004
THE ADMINISTRATOR

TheHonorableCharlesW. Stenholm
RankingMember
Committeeon Agriculture
U.S. HouseofRepresentatives
Washington,D.C. 20515

DearCongressmanStenholm:

I ampleasedto submittheenclosedproposalto amendtheFederalInsecticide,Fungicide,
andRodenticideAct. Theseamendmentswould enabletheUnitedStatesto join andimplement
threecritical internationalenvironmentaltreaties.

Ratificationor acceptanceofthesetreaties,alongwith theenactmentofimplementing
legislation,will reaffirm ourcommitmentto promoteenvironmentalhealthand safetyworldwide.
OnMay 17, 2004,theStockholmConventionon PersistentOrganicPollutantswill enterinto
force sincethe requisite50 countrieshaveindicatedtheir consentto bebound. TheRotterdam
Conventionon thePrior InformedConsentProcedurefor CertainHazardousChemicalsand
Pesticidesin InternationalTradeandtheProtocol on PersistentOrganicPollutantsto the1979
Conventionon Long-RangeTransboundaryAir Pollution arealreadyin force.

While theUnitedStatesalreadyhasauthorityto meetmanyoftheFIFRA-related
obligationsofthethreetreaties,theseproposedamendmentswould allowusto meetall the
FIFRA-relatedobligationsofthetreaties. Theenclosedlegislationwould alsoenabletheUnited
Statestojoin futureconventionamendmentsthat areconsistentwith U.S. law andpolicy and
helpusmaintainour leadershipin the internationalchemicalandpesticidearena.
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This legislationremainsapriority oftheAdministration’s internationalenvironmental
agenda.As PresidentBushhasstated,therisksfrom thesepollutantsaregreat,andtheneedfor
swift actionis clear. Thankyou for yourpromptandthoughtfulconsiderationof thetargeted
changesin theproposedbill, whichtheOffice ofManagementandBudgetadviseswould be.in
accordwith theprogramofthePresident.

I look forwardto workingwith you andyourcolleagueson this critical legislation.

Sincerely,

Michael0. Leavitt

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

FEB 2 5 2004
THE ADMINISTRATOR

TheHonorableThadCochran
Chairman
CommitteeonAgriculture,Nutrition

AndForestry
UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,D.C. 20510

DearMr. Chairman:

I ampleasedto submittheenclosedproposalto amendtheFederalInsecticide,Fungicide,
andRodenticideAct. TheseamendmentswouldenabletheUnitedStatesto join andimplement
threecritical internationalenvironmentaltreaties.

Ratificationor acceptanceofthesetreaties,alongwith theenactmentof implementing
legislation,will reaffirm ourcommitmentto promoteenvironmentalhealthandsafetyworldwide.
OnMay 17, 2004,theStockholmConventionon PersistentOrganicPollutantswill enterinto
forcesincetherequisite50 countrieshaveindicatedtheirconsentto bebound. TheRotterdam
Conventionon thePrior InformedConsentProcedurefor CertainHazardousChemicalsand
Pesticidesin InternationalTrade andtheProtocol on PersistentOrganicPollutantsto the1979
Conventionon Long-RangeTransboundaryAir Pollution arealreadyin force.

While theUnitedStatesalreadyhasauthorityto meetmanyoftheFIFRA-related
obligationsofthethreetreaties,theseproposedamendmentswould allow usto meetall the
FIFRA-relatedobligationsofthetreaties.The enclosedlegislationwould alsoenabletheUnited
Statesto join futureconventionamendmentsthat areconsistentwith U.S. law andpolicy and
helpusmaintainourleadershipin the internationalchemicalandpesticidearena.
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This legislationremainsapriority of theAdministration’sinternationalenvironmental
agenda.As PresidentBushhasstated,therisksfrom thesepollutantsaregreat,andtheneedfor
swift actionis clear. Thankyou for yourpromptandthoughtfulconsiderationof thetargeted
changesin theproposedbill, which theOffice ofManagementandBudgetadviseswouldbein
accordwith theprogramofthePresident.

I look forwardto working with you andyourcolleagueson thiscritical legislation.

Sincerely,

Michael 0. Leavitt

Enclosure
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25 2004

TheHonorableTom Harkin
RankingMember
Committeeon Agriculture,Nutrition

And Forestry
United StatesSenate
Washington,D.C. 20510

DearSenatorHarkin:

I ampleasedto submittheenclosedproposalto amendtheFederalInsecticide,Fungicide,
andRodenticideAct. TheseamendmentswouldenabletheUnited Statesto join andimplement
threecritical internationalenvironmentaltreaties.

Ratificationoracceptanceofthesetreaties,alongwith theenactmentof implementing
legislation,will reaffirmourcommitmentto promoteenvironmentalhealthandsafetyworldwide.
On May 17, 2004,theStockholmConventionon PersistentOrganicPollutantswill enterinto
forcesincetherequisite50 countrieshaveindicatedtheirconsentto be bound. TheRotterdam
Conventionon thePrior InformedConsentProcedurefor CertainHazardousChemicalsand
Pesticidesin InternationalTradeandtheProtocol on PersistentOrganicPollutantsto the1979
Conventionon Long-RangeTransboundaryAir Pollution arealreadyin force.

While theUnitedStatesalreadyhasauthorityto meetmanyoftheFIFRA-related
obligationsof thethreetreaties,theseproposedamendmentswould allowusto meetall the
FIFRA-relatedobligationsof thetreaties.Theenclosedlegislationwould also enabletheUnited
Statesto join futureconventionamendmentsthatareconsistentwith U.S. law andpolicy and
helpusmaintainourleadershipin the internationalchemicalandpesticidearena.
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This legislationremainsapriority oftheAdministration’sinternationalenvironmental
agenda.As PresidentBushhasstated,therisks from thesepollutantsaregreat,andtheneedfor
swift actionis clear. Thankyou for yourpromptandthoughtfulconsiderationofthetargeted
changesin theproposedbill, whichtheOffice ofManagementandBudgetadviseswould be in
accordwith theprogramofthePresident.

I look forwardto workingwith you andyour colleagueson this critical legislation.

Sincerely,

~7t~
Michael 0. Leavitt

Enclosure


